




























LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING 
IN THE NEW CAPTAIN JACK\ 


No special back-up stories by 

No guest covers by 


ALAN MOORE! 
FRANK MILLER! 


. CEREBUSTHEAARDVARK! 


SIX-ISSUE MINI-SERIES! 
FULL PROCESS COLOR! 
PRESTIGE FORMAT! 


No, you’ll find none of that fancy-pants, 
slick marketing rubbish in good ol’ 
Captain Jackl Nothing but neat characters, 
great art, and good storytelling fun! So 
whattaya say, gang? Are you ready for one 
heckuva terrific comics experience? 



BRPEEP! 
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DANCING 
WITH THE 
DEAD 

At long last Steve 
Bissette and John 
Totleben’s ground¬ 
breaking Taboo is 
coming to scare us 
with terrors far beyond 
anything horror comics 
have dared before. 
Preview by 
Bob Sodaro 


NIGHT 
OF THE 
ACKER- 
MONSTER 

profiling the great 
collectors of fandom 
begins, fittingiy, with 
the man who invented 
fandom, Forrest J. 
Ackerman, king of the 
science-fiction 
collectors. 
Profile by 
Charles Lleurance 

m 
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Why Can’t the Movies Get Us Right? 

by Rudy Minger 
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ETERNITY MERGES WITH AIRCEL; NEW LOGO; MORE “CLASSIC^! REPRINTS 


ETERNITY COMICS’ parent com¬ 
pany, MALIBU GRAPHICS. INC. 

publish and distribute all AIRCEL 
PUBLISHING, LTD. titles. The new 
arrangement puts ETERNITY and 


that of MARVEL and EPIC 
COMICS. 

Regular readers of both companies 
will see very little change as both lines 


MASON. All AIRCEL titles will still 
be produced by AIRCEL owner KEN 
CAMPBELL and Art Director 
BARRY BLAIR. BLAIR and CAMP- 


talent,” according to BLAIR. But 
beginning with books solicited for 
December, the monthly distributor 

ETERNITY office in California. 

“With AIRCEL and ETERNITY 
combined, this solidifies our position 
as the fifth largest supplier of comic 
books to the direct-sales market.” 
said ETERNITY Publisher DAVE 
OLBRICH, the top four companies 
being MARVEL, DC, ECLIPSE, and 
FIRST. 

ETERNITY'S Spicy Mystery 




MEDINA, the book will also feature story by original Badger pencilU 
the first installment of “Pawns,” an MIKE BARON and inker MAR 
original science fiction adventure by NELSON. In May, the Badger wi 
co-writers JIM STARLIN and also lake off in his own four-issi 


DAINA GRAZIUNAS. 

Badger turns 50 in April. To 
celebrate, the FIRST crew is presen¬ 
ting a 48-page prestige format book 
featuring an anniversary romp by 
MIKE BARON and RON LIM. 
There is also a special full-length 


mini-series, in which the true origins 
of his personalities will be revealed. 
The series will be drawn by Whisper 
artist SPYDER with guest art by 
JEFF BUTLER. JILL THOMPSON. 
MITCH O’CONNELL, DENIS KIT¬ 
CHEN. and a few other surprises. • 


COMICS CAREER NEWSLETTER SEEKS TALENT ERCBRA AND NCCDA UNITE 

Comics Career Newsletter is a mon- the issue in which they appear. ERCBRA (the Astern Region Cotn- 

thly magazine aimed at amateur comic The only limitation CHRITTON ic Book Retailers Association), 

writers and artists who want to places on artwork is that it must be represented by JIM HANLEY and 

become professionals. And publisher suitable for sale to minors and STEVE GURSKY, met with NCCDA 

KIRK CHRITTON would like it reproduce well in a 3 by 5 inch space (the Northern California Comic 

known that'Tm actively seeking filler or less. Send only black-and-white Dealers Association), represented by 
artwork from fan artists. 1 need just photocopies, no color, no gray BOB BORDEN and JOHN BAR- 

about anything comics related: car- washes, and no originals. A written RETT at the San Diego Expo Trade 

toons, pin-ups, comic strips, etc.” response may be requested with a self- Show on August 2 and agreed in prin- 

CHRinON emphasized that he can- addressed, stamped envelope. ciple to unify the groups and form a 

not pay for the artwork, but that CNN Send art submissions to CNN in national comic book retailers associa- 
is a valuable market for hopeful ar- care of KIRK CHRITTON, 2012 W. tion. Representatives of all chapters 
lists, stating, “I send free copies of the Ash, M-10, Columbia, MO 65203. will meet again at lADD’s Publisher’s 
newsletter to nearly every comics Comics Career Newsletter is Sales Conference in late October to go 
editor in the country. . .So an artist available by subscription only. Reader- over preliminary findings in joining 
published in CNN is getting his name ship has been growing quickly. Sam- together and developing future courses 
and work in front of a lot of impor- pie copies of the newsletter can be of action including the structure, 
tant people.” Artists whose work is ordered for $3.00. A six-issue bylaws and name for the proposed 

published will receive a free copy of subscription runs $13.50. • association. • 
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OTHER NEWS: ARAGONES IN 3-D; ANTARCTIC RETURNS, THEN LaDUKE 


of management (from a partnership to 
sole ownership by BEN DUNN). 
ANTARCTIC PRESS has announc¬ 
ed that a new issue of Mangazine is 

VoL 2 #1 is an 80-page issue £h&iu\- 
ed for release in January. It contains 
an alternate World War II strip, 
“Messerschmitt;' by BEN DUNN, 

ROCHE. “Stickfigureman" by 
MIKE COGLIANDRO. and 
-Mighty Tiny- by FRED PATTEN 
and ROZ GIBSON. The first issue 
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THf TRUE STORY Of A NUDE DANCER 







































Coming DimActms 
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AMAZING HEROES 
HAS IT ALL! 


Some magazines offer news... 
Some magazines offer inter¬ 
views. . .Some magazines 
offer previews.. .but on/jr 
one magazine offers you 
all of the above, plus an 




.. .So If you love comic 
books, you’ll certainly want to 
subscribe to fandom’s only 
bi-weekly magazine about 
comics! And tor extra thrills, 
check out those back 




Invasion of the 
Para-Gene Snatchers 


BACK 

ISSUES! 
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^^^■CIJTAIN 

The Rise of NOW Comics 


by Rogers 
Cadenhead 

When Now Comics began in 1986, it 
was tough for the Chicago-based com¬ 
pany to get noticed. Titles like Eb'nn, 
Vector and Syphons were lost in a 
horde of black-and-white comics that 
flooded the market. 

Now, the stars of publisher Tony 

where he found them in the first place. 


Starting with Speed Racer, a Japanese 
TV series that became a syndicated 

Comics has translated hits from other 

Astro Boy followed Speed in 1987, and 
four others began this year: The Real 
Ghostbusters, The Terminator, Racer- 
X and Fright Night. Slimer, a 
Ghostbusters spin-off based on a new 
cartoon, premieres early next year, 
“i searched high and low for good 



audiences. Warner Publisher Services 
started distributing Now Comics on 
national newsstands last May, causing 

Speed Racer'^ current cTrculati^n is 
100,000 copies, which Caputo says is 


web of corporate agreements, which 
look lots of tinkering to perfect, 
Caputo s^s. Now has contractual lies 
to Suzuki Associates (Astro Boy), Tat- 
sunoko Production Co. Ltd. and 
Color Systems Technology (Speed 

Corporation (The Terminator), Col¬ 
umbia Pictures Television (The Real 
Ghostbusters and Slimer) and Colum¬ 
bia Pictures Industries (Fright Night). 
These agreements are entangling— 

instances—but they can open the door 
to other ways the companies can profit 
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low Comics currently publishes shopping mall in Chaltanoog" 
:n monthly series. Speed Racer, lot of people who never read 
book that began the company’s remember Speed Racer. If t 
t into overdrive, has been the most pick up an issue and understa 
sistently successful comic. off the bat what's going on. 


THE LANCELOT Like many Americans, Wall 

OF THE SPEEDWAY 


















Spe€^ through Amenc 
' tain Marvel did in th 
going city to city to 


"I alw^s loved it when Spider-Ma 
would visit Stan Lee and Ste> 
Ditko—and the Fantastic Four sa 


“like the old Justice League of t 
America/Justice Society of Amer’ - 
teamups of the ’60s ” 

After the crossover, Speed ends 
on an island where technology is ^ 

allowed, a place partially based on Speed Racer when the formi 
*' ■ ■ ic Island in Lake Mich ' ‘ ' -" *’■- ' 




;2, publish 


he April Fool iss 


to April I 


Speed 




long I’m on the book,” 1 






do it.” s^s. “There will be things that people 
oth Car has thought they’d never see Speed Racer 

,e plans of do-evcything from Dark Trixie .0 LITTLE ORPHAN ASTRO 

on villain, parodies of all the great Marvel stuff 

/olved with and old DC imaginary stories.” Plans Among Astro Boy fens, talk about the 
>w. for issue #23 pit Speed ^ainsr " ’ ‘ . • . . 


acing girl. 


5w Comil 
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followed comjc 
Most I really 



different,” she 


started here, 
ire for: They 
Id thing again 


IF THE FUTURE IS NOW, 
WHAT’S NEXT? 

Among the projects that Caputo has 
in the works, only Slimer is advanced 
enough to be slated for release. It will 
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izing of our fears), they trivialize them 
who obviously have a passion, a 
and are really skillful enough as 

reader by the hand and lead them 
through this vicarious experience and 
bring them back out the other end... 
these are the people, and this is kind 


were working witf 
Swamp Thing we 1 
doing horror in c 
were working with 













































lis extravagant, shocking stories, gets personal with “Kitty Killer Kids." 


tribulion “Chigger and the 
Totleben stated, is the sickest tl 
the issue), Chester Brown (1 
Fur), Rolf Stark, and Frank I 


one of the most provocative and dis- Cara Sherman-Tereno, Dave Marshall, 

down on the page unflinchingly what’s (yes, the director of Beetlejuice), 
in his imagination. I want that to be Michael McDowell. Steve Perry, Tom 
the core of Taboo." In fact, after Veilch, Greg Irons. Chet Williamson. 


e. he called Bissette and 
i this nightmare that I 
) draw; you guys into it?” 


WHAT THE FUTURE 
WILL HOLD 


Bissette enthusiastically responded WILL HOLD 

yes. but what he got was fer from what 

he expected. “It is this sort of Mark For the foreseeable future. Taboo will 
Twain piece of Americana. It's light be the only ongoing project for 
years away from that universe of SpiderBaby Grafix. “I'm not looking 
bikers, and demons, and Mary giving to build an empire of publications,” 
blow jobs to Satan in Hell stuff that Bissette flatly stated. “I do not want 
he usually does.” people sending in all sorts of ideas for 

There is a very disturbing piece by mini-series and such. I welcome any 


Sydney. It seems that one girl disap¬ 
peared and another was murdered but 



GO, 

SPEED RACER, 
GO! 



SPEED and TRIXIE pose for pho¬ 
tographs for a popular AUTO 
magazine, and wait ’til you see 
SPEED'S face when the maga- 
zihe uses the bikihlshot of Trix¬ 
ie as the centerfoldin PLUS: The 
RACER family Ih Africal Mitch O' 
Conhell cover!! 


ONSALENOWU 



ON SALE! 


something is up at AZIMUTH 
CONTROL, and it defiantly is not 
good! 


ASTRO BOY i 5 

By Ken steacy S Andrew Pratt 
The DINOSAURS have returned 
from the dead and are creat¬ 
ing havoc throughout the 
world! In this issue ASTRO 
BOYand ASTRO GIRL discover 
that It's caused try extraterres¬ 
trials! 


SPEED RACER 16 

By lamar Waldron. Joe Phillips, John 
Dell III,SJohnvogel. 

SPEED and TRIXIE pose for pho¬ 
tographs for a popular AUTO 
magazine, and wait ’«/ you see 
SPEED'S face when the maga¬ 
zine uses the bikini shot of TRix- 
lE as the centerfold!!! PLUS: The 
RACER family In Africa! Mitch O' 
Connell cover!! 


THE REAL 
CHOSTBUSTERS5 


Bank Robbers have a special 

waam&m ^ 


on a small island off the coast 
of Africa their Is a tribe that 
talks about the blacken sky of 
thirty years before. 

It'S the plasma-rifle 
against the six foot spear in a 
most unusual story! 


RALPHSNART4 

By mart Hansen 

"My summer of iHrepute" in full 
fabulous color! if you haven't 
tried this book; start with this 


FRIGHT NIGHT 3 


V STORY!!!! The Braln-b- 


ter Vincent and Charley Brew¬ 
ster a major problem with an¬ 
other type of undeadhi 
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BILL GAINES WAS RIGHT! 

The Group Most Anxious to Destroy Comics ARE the Communists! 
(...Is the Communists...?) 
by Dwight R. Decker 























DOC’S BOOKSHllf 


Ulerars Gazelle that charged comic sion be made a criminal offense. This was the worst of their problems, they 
books like Superman were leading to was in the days before the Berlin Wail should have counted themselves lucky, 
the "mass fascisization" of American and East Germans could travel feirly By any definition of the L-word, 
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Whafs Cool in New York? New York Press 


by Heidi MacDonaid 

what I say I'm going to do. Anyway, view with Howard Chaykin on his again on the back cover of Cerebus 
I’m writing this while vacationing on fascination with Russian things which accompanied by Dave Sim? Ohhhh 
the East Coast, so this will be an even a) fits in beautifully with the issue’s yeahhh, that Zolastraya. 
shorter column than usual. theme and b) gives Howard a chance Anyway, this is the comic she 

One Slop on my itinerary was New to cover subjects he’s hardly ever co-writes and draws with Terry 

a comprehensive report on comics The biggest problem with Escape four feature even more photos of 
activity in the Big Apple, as any good is getting ahold of copies. I’ve never Zolastraya on either the front or back 

decided to enjt^ my vacation. Never- distribution—even in LA some issues fan, this is the place to go. 




























BRINGING VOU THE UNEXPECTED EACH MONTH) 

WITH SUCH TITLES AS: The DARK, AMEGA, 
MECHANICAL BV2ANTINE, The POINT MAN, HOMELAND 
DRAGON 2 AND MANV MORE!) WITH SUCH TALENT 
AS THE MARK BRIGHT, SCOTT HANNA, DAN PANOSIAN, 
DARRELL GOZ, STORN COOK, JOE LINSNER, STEUEN 
LASHLEV, NELSON MARTV AND MORE) 

CONTINUM COMICS: 90 MACDOUGAL ST N.V. N.V. 

















in review 






























fiviiws 


Nolan becomes the regular artist. I am 
a fan of his from The Prowler series 

Fans of the DC Universe will want 
to spend some time visiting a “little” 
old friend in Power of the Atom. 

GRADE: VERY FINE -neumpH 


CAPTAIN POWER 

































































JLA-AVENGERS 



FRANK MILLERS 


DARK KNIGHT 



ORDER FROM 


L I PLEASE SEND I 


# _ 


FICTIONEER BOOKS, LTD. 
234 FIFTH AVE. • SUITE 301 
NEW YORK, NY 10001 


I ENCLOSES_(TOTAL AMOUNT). 


NAME_ 

ADDRESS_ 

rirv 


STATE. 


.ZIP_ 


Send your comments on AH or any comics-related topic to: 
1800 Bridgegate Street, Suite 101, Westiake Village, CA 91361 


IS I finish re-reading the “Gays In 
Comics” article for the nth time, I am 
till trying to sort through the many 
jelings I have on this subject, and on 
le subject of sex in comics generally. 


heroes’ sex lives. The Flash contro¬ 
versy is ridiculous-First of all, it has 
never been discussed if Wally West is 

the infection of sexually-transmitted 
diseases. I am assuming that since he 
is not a stupid young adult, that he 
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Limps 




.. .because I know its against their 
editorial policy. As an atheist, I make 
no effort to convince the publishers to 

policies and respect them. The same 

writers and artists) and the comic 
companies. If you submit something 
to a company and they have a poli^' 

sea. Don’t call them. . .the publishers 

to publish your material. It is so 

if he or she doesn’t agree with you. 

In your whole 36 p^cs the only one 
who knows what he is talking about 
is-surprise-Max Allan Collins. He 
based his Billy Bob on John Wayne 
Gacy. Later, AH inferred and stated 
Gacy was “not Gay" and diagnosed 
by psychologists and psychiatrists as 
“not g^.” Well, I believe this as much 
as I believe a fundamentalist/evangelist 
who tells me Earth was created in 
4004 B.C. I did quite a bit of research 
of Gacy—while preparing for my 
pamphlet. Serial Killers-and 
discovered that, though he was mar¬ 
ried twice, he had homosexual- 
leanings since he was about 10 years 

AH says: “Gacy’s sicknesses^ere 
related to other things, not his inherent 
‘gayness’.” What in the hell docs 
“inherent gayness’’ mean? Does this 

inherent trait? I know one can turn to 
one’s own sex when shunned by the 
opposite sex. But (as a biologist) I 
believe the “latent” need has to 
already be there. Is this writer of the 
AH article just trying to frost-over the 
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re that Fortune’s Friends ws 


makes a different** S 



ANDREW N. WILSON 
Rills Church. VA 


Superb Update 


What has gone wrong at An 
Heroes? First you send m. 
Preview Special with 90 cents p 
due. Now you don’t seem to ha’ 
idea of what is happening wi 
Superboy series. Maybe you ou 
read USA Today. They have p 
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On September 22, 1987, the R.C.M.P. confiscated 192 comic books from Comic 
Legends in Calgary. The owner, the manager and one employee were charged with 
circulating obscene materials, for which the maximum penalty is two years in jail and 
$2,000 in fines. The message is clear: The right of Canadians to read what they want 
to read is threatened. The right of retailers to sell material intended for adults to adults 
is threatened. In Canada, freedom of speech is being limited under the judgment of an 
uninformed minority. 

You can do something to help. 

The True North 

is a 64-page anthology comic book 
published to support Comic Legends 
in their legal battle. Contributors 
include: Mark Askwith, David Bos¬ 
well, Mary Ann Bramstrup, Chester 
Brown, Kent Buries, Nick Burns, Ian 
Carr, Michael Cherkas, David Darrigq 
Dan Day, Gordon Derry, Rodney 
Dunn, Terry Fitzgerald, George Free¬ 
man, Larry Hancock, Greg Holfeld, 
Ron Kasman, Adrian Kleinbergen, Joe 
Matt, Derek McCulloch, Todd McFar 
lane, George Metzger, Bemie Mireault, 
Gabriel Morrissette, Monique Renee, 
Seth, Mark Shainblum, Dave Sim, 
Ken Steacy, Ronn Sutton, Jeffrey 
Taylor, R.G. Taylor, Ty Templeton, 
Simon Tristam, William Van Horn, 
Matt Wagner, and Rob Walton. 

Make Cheques out to: THE COMIC LEGENDS LEGAL DEFENSE FUND. THE TRUE 
NORTH is available for $3.50 US/$4.C)0 CDN plus $1.00 postage. Free Gifts available 
with the following donations to the fund: $10 — button; $25 — T-shirt (+ button); 
$50 — Poster (+ button, T-shirt); $75 — ltd. edition button {+ button, 
T-shirt, Poster). 

RETAILERS! THE TRUE 
NORTH is available direct 
from the publisher if your 
distributor can’t supply you. 

50% discount — minimum 
order 10 copies — prepaid 
only, please. 

Comic Legends Legal 
Defense Fund, 5334 Yonge 
Street, Ste 120, Willowdale, 

Ontario, Canada M2N 6M2. 








Ralph Snarl Is not your ordinary, everyday, MmiC'iil '||||||||| 
book character. Deep in the dark recesses of ,Iji 
his imagination lurks the overv/helming urge to ' I 
explore the outer boundaries of the ridiculous and Mi % 
the outrageous! y |i, 

Join him each month, and discover it too! . ‘ ; :i| 






















































































